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yet are ties by which the soul is held captive and enslaved to the world.
Only assiduous prayer and meditation on heavenly things, habitual self*
denial, humble distrust and watchfulness, and abundant almsdeeds pro-
portioned to a person's circumstances, can preserve a soul from this
dangerous snare amidst worldly affluence.

The following feasts are celebrated on December 2 :

ST BIBIANA, virgin and martyr (363), daughter to Flavian, a Roman knight, and Dafrosa,
both zealous Christians. She was martyred at Rome, under Julian the Apostate : ST FINIAN,
Bishop of Cluain-iraird (called Clonard) in Meath, 552. Commemorated in Ireland on December 12.

DECEMBER 3

ST FRANCIS XAVIER, CONFESSOR, APOSTLE OF

THE INDIES
(A,I>.  1552)

[His life was written in Latin by F. Turselin, in six books, first printed at Rome in 1594. The
same author translated into Latin, and published in 1596, the saint's letters, in four books.
The life of this saint was also composed by F. Orlandino in the history of the Society: in
Italian, by F. Bartoli; also, by F. Maffei: in Portuguese, by Luzena; and in Spanish, by
F. Garcia. See likewise F. Nieremberg's illustrious men : the modern histories of India,
especially that of Jarrio; Solia's history of Japan; Lewis de Guzman's Spanish history
of the Missions to the East Indies, China, and Japan ; and Ferdinand Mendez Pinto's Travels,
in Portuguese. From these and other sources is the life of St Francis Xavier elegantly com-
piled in French by the judicious and eloquent F. Bouhours, published in English by Dryden,
in 1688. See also Maflfei, Histor. Indicar. lib. xv. F. Ribadeneira; F. Charlevoix, Hist, de
Japan. Lafiteau, Decouvertes et Conquestes des Indes Orientales par les Portugais.]

A CHARGE to go and preach to all nations was given by Christ to his
apostles.    This commission the pastors of the church have faithfully
executed down to this present time;   and in every age have men been
raised by God and filled with his Holy Spirit for the discharge of this
important function who, being sent by the authority of Christ and his
name by those who have succeeded the apostles in the government of his
church, have brought new nations to the fold of Christ for the advancement
of the divine honour, and filling up the number of the saints.   This con-
version of nations according to the divine commission is the prerogative
of the Catholic Church, in which it has never had any rival.   Among those
who in the sixteenth century laboured most successfully in this great work,
the most illustrious was St Francis Xavier, the Thaumaturgus of these later
ages, whom Urban VIII justly styled the Apostle of the Indies.  This great
saint was born in Navarre, at the castle of Xavier, eight leagues from
Pampelona, in 1506.   His mother was heiress of the two illustrious houses
of Azpilcueta and Xavier, and his father, Don John de Jasso, was one of
the chief counsellors of state to John III d'Albret, King of Navarre.
Among their numerous family of children, of which Francis was the
ymmgest, those that were elder bore the surname of Azpilcueta, the
younger that of Xavier.    Francis was instructed in  the Latin tongue
under domestic masters, and grounded in religious principles in the bosom